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Figure 3.0-5
Proposed Bicycle Circulation Diagram
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Natural and Cultural Resources Element 

This element provides the policy context for the City of South Lake Tahoe to achieve its vision for 
future natural and cultural resource protection. The Natural and Cultural Resources Element 
focuses on the preservation and enhancement of scenic, water, biological, historical and 
cultural, and mineral resources. The element also addresses issues of air quality, global warming, 
and climate change.  

The proposed policy provisions of the element address the following topics: 

• Scenic Resources 

• Hydrological Resources 

• Biological Resources 

• Archeological, Historical, and Cultural Resources 

• Air Quality 

• Global Warming and Energy Conservation 

Neighborhood Priority Lists 

The City is made up of a series of unique and distinct neighborhoods. As part of the 
development of the proposed General Plan Update and associated public outreach, the City 
has identified improvements/needs for individual city neighborhoods and what it would take to 
make each neighborhood a complete neighborhood. The “completeness” of a neighborhood is 
determined by the extent to which daily needs can be met within, or immediately adjacent to, 
a defined neighborhood. 

The result of this effort is the establishment of the Neighborhood Priority section of the proposed 
2030 General Plan Update. This section identifies priorities for development and improvement of 
20 neighborhood areas, 4 community plan areas, and the associated Tahoe Valley Node and 
Stateline Node (see Figure 3.0-6). 

Implementation Programs and Subsequent Activities Under the Proposed 2030 General Plan Update 

The Implementation Programs section of the proposed 2030 General Plan Update includes an 
outline of the process for reviewing and updating the 2030 General Plan and a program for 
monitoring its implementation. This section also outlines requirements for implementing the City’s 
General Plan consistent with its goals, policies, standards, and programs and provides an 
overview of the types of actions or tools the City will use to implement the Plan’s policies. This 
part concludes with tables that list specific implementation programs broken down by General 
Plan element.   
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Key implementation programs that would constitute subsequent actions upon adoption of the 
2030 General Plan Update include, but are not limited to, the following: 

IMP‐1.1: Incorporation of Parts of South Lake Tahoe’s 2030 General Plan into the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency’s Regional Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin (IGC) 

The City shall coordinate efforts with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency to incorporate 
selected parts of the City’s 2030 General Plan into the Regional Plan for the Lake Tahoe 
Basin. This would include incorporation of policies, standards, diagrams, and 
implementation programs to allow for full implementation of the 2030 General Plan 
Update. These mutually  adopted policies would fulfill the requirements of the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Compact and ensure consistency with the new Regional Plan and, in 
turn, the 2030 General Plan will be the principal land use policy document for all lands 
inside the city limits of South Lake Tahoe.  

As identified in the Tahoe Regional Planning Compact (Article VI, Section [b]), the City 
will not be able to implement certain provisions of the 2030 General Plan Update that are 
inconsistent with the current 1987 TRPA Regional Plan until this implementation program 
occurs and the two documents are consistent with each other. The reader is referred to 
Section 4.15, Consistency with Plans and Relevant Regulations, for a further discussion of 
this policy issue. 

IMP‐1.3: Citywide Design Guidelines (MPSP) 

The City shall adopt and regularly update a set of Citywide Design Guidelines in the City 
Code to focus on “form based” design standards that result in building forms that will 
promote walking, bicycling, and transit, and will cultivate community pride and/or 
neighborhood character. 

IMP‐1.10: Memorandum of Understanding with TRPA (IGC) 

The City shall coordinate with TRPA to pursue revisions of the memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) to allow the City of South Lake Tahoe to approve all projects that 
are not regionally  significant, meet TRPA’s Environmental Thresholds, and are consistent 
with the Regional Plan. However, TRPA may monitor City project review activities 
annually and review whether City project review standards are continuing to meet the 
Environmental Thresholds. 

IMP‐1.11: Additional Coverage in Community Plans and Nodes (IGC) 
The City shall work with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency to allow transfers of existing 
land coverage within identified hydrologic areas to community plan areas within the city 
in order to provide an incentive for larger mixed‐use, commercial, and tourist projects 
that serve the needs of residents and visitors.  



Figure 3.0-6
Neighborhood Priorities
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IMP‐4.10: Citywide Parking Management Plan (MPSP) 

The City shall adopt and regularly update a citywide Parking Management Plan that 
identifies locations where parking should be encouraged and areas where arriving by 
vehicle should be discouraged. The parking management plan may include features 
such as park and ride lots, shared parking, metered parking areas, and permit only 
parking areas. Within this overall plan, the City shall develop a series of 
neighborhood‐focused parking master plans that will identify areas for shared parking, 
resident‐only parking, paid parking, and more efficient parking regulations and parking 
enforcement. Revenues from enforcement could provide funds for needed infrastructure 
improvements (e.g., curbs, gutters, sidewalks). 

IMP‐5.1: Public Facility Master Plans (MPSP) 

The City shall adopt and regularly update public facility master plans to prioritize the 
replacement of City‐owned buildings and plan for the consolidation of City departments, 
services, and facilities. The City shall regularly update the plans to ensure compliance 
with appropriate regional, State, and Federal laws, use of modern and cost‐effective 
technologies, and compatibility with current land use policy. 

IMP‐8.1: Stormwater Management Plan (MPSP) 

The City shall adopt and regularly update a stormwater management plan that identifies 
ways to minimize runoff, improve area‐wide stormwater retention, and reuse. 

NEW DEVELOPMENT UNDER THE PROPOSED 2030 GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

Land Use and Community Design Element Policy LU-1.7 identifies the City’s desire to obtain the 
maximum amount of commercial floor area (CFA) that can be allocated by TRPA up to an 
additional 386,000 square feet above 2009 levels (estimated at 1,500,000 square feet). The policy 
targets this future CFA allocation in the following areas of the city: 

Tahoe Valley Community Plan Area. Up to 211,000 square feet of new CFA, with 130,000 
going to the Tahoe Valley Node and the remaining 81,000 to areas within the 
Community Plan but outside of the Node. 

Bijou/Al Tahoe Community Plan Area. Up to 55,000 square feet of new CFA.  

Stateline/Ski Run Community Plan Area. Up to 55,000 square feet of new CFA, with 30,000 
going to the Stateline Node and the remaining 25,000 to areas within the Community 
Plan but outside of the Node. 

South Y Industrial Tract Community Plan Area. The City shall allow up to 55,000 square 
feet of new CFA only if is determined necessary to expand existing or relocated industrial 
uses in order to make them more economically and/or environmentally efficient. 

Areas Outside of Community Plans. The City shall allow up to 10,000 square feet of new CFA 
in different areas within existing neighborhoods, but outside of the four Community Plan 
areas, in order to promote small neighborhood‐serving commercial uses (i.e., corner store). 

This extent of new CFA is based on the conclusions of the 2005 City of South Lake Tahoe Business 
Development Incentive Study, Retail Market Analysis, which identified that approximately 
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386,000 additional square feet of retail space citywide is needed for the City to recapture 25 
percent of the existing retail sales leakage currently being fulfilled outside of the city. 

Anticipated new residential development under the proposed 2030 General Plan Update is 
based on Land Use and Community Design Element Policy LU-1.9 that identifies the City’s desire 
to obtain the maximum amount of residential unit allocations that can be allocated by TRPA up 
to an additional 940 market-rate units and 222 affordable units.   

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS, PERMITS, AND APPROVALS 

This EIR may be used for the following direct and indirect actions: 

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE ADOPTION 

The City of South Lake Tahoe General Plan will be presented to the City of South Lake Tahoe 
Planning Commission for review, comment, and recommendations. The City of South Lake 
Tahoe City Council, as the City’s legislative body, is the approving authority for the City of South 
Lake Tahoe General Plan. In order to adopt the General Plan Update, the City Council would 
have to take the following actions: 

• Certification of the City of South Lake Tahoe General Plan Update EIR. 

• Adoption of required findings for the above actions, including required findings under 
State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15090, 15091, and 15093.  

• Adoption of the City of South Lake Tahoe 2030 General Plan Update. 

• Adoption of the General Plan Update mitigation monitoring and reporting program. 

INTENDED USE OF THE EIR 

This EIR provides a programmatic environmental review of implementation of the General Plan. 
Subsequent activities under the General Plan would utilize this EIR as the basis in determining 
whether the later activity may have any significant effects and to focus the environmental 
review of the subsequent activity, and the conclusions of this EIR can be incorporated where 
factors apply to the program as a whole.  

Following adoption of the General Plan Update and certification of the EIR by the City Council, 
all subsequent activities and development within the city will be guided by the goals and 
policies set forth in the new General Plan. This would include activities identified in the General 
Plan’s Implementation Programs as well as subsequent development entitlement requests. 

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY APPROVALS 

Additional subsequent approvals and permits that may be required from local, regional, state, 
and federal agencies include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Tahoe Regional Planning Agency/City actions associated with incorporation and 
consistency actions of goals, policies, and implementation programs between the 2030 
General Plan Update and the TRPA Regional Plan. As identified in the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Compact (Article VI, Section [b]), the City will not be able to implement certain 
provisions of the 2030 General Plan Update that are inconsistent with the current 1987 



3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

City of South Lake Tahoe General Plan Update 
September 2010 Draft Environmental Impact Report 

3.0-25 

TRPA Regional Plan until the new Regional Plan is adopted and the two documents are 
determined consistent with each other. 

• El Dorado County Air Quality Management District (EDCAQMD) approval of dust control 
plans and other permits for subsequent projects. 

• California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) approval of improvements and/or 
funding for future improvements on US Highway 50 or State Route 89. 

• Extension of service and/or expansion of infrastructure facilities by area service districts 
(e.g., South Tahoe Public Utility District, Lake Tahoe Unified School District, Sierra Pacific 
Power, Southwest). 

• State Office of Historic Preservation (SHPO) consultation for impacts to historic or cultural 
resources.  

• California Department of Fish and Game approval of potential future streambed 
alteration agreements, pursuant to the Fish and Game Code. Approval of any future 
potential take of state-listed wildlife and plant species covered under the California 
Endangered Species Act. 

• Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) review and/or approval of any activity impacting Planning Area 
water features, pursuant to the California Clean Water Act and RWQCB policies and 
standards. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) approval of any future wetland fill activities, 
pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) approvals involving any future potential take of 
federally listed wildlife and plant species and their habitats covered under the federal 
Endangered Species Act.  

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) concurrence with Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act permit.  
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