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The Background Report serves as the foundation document upon which subsequent planning policies and 
programs will be formulated.  The document is also used as the “Environmental Setting” section of the 
General Plan Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS). 

1.7 ORGANIZATION OF THE BACKGROUND REPORT 

The Background Report is organized into nine chapters, as follows: 

 Chapter 1–Introduction.  This chapter provides background information on the purpose of a 
general plan update, describes South Lake Tahoe’s regional setting, and outlines the organization 
and content of the Background Report.   

 Chapter 2–Land Use and Community Design.  This chapter summarizes existing land use 
patterns and issues, and reviews local and TRPA regional land use plans and policies for 
relevance to the Planning Area and the General Plan Update.  This chapter also describes the 
physical form and attributes of the built and natural environment of the Planning Area, including 
its relationship to scenic resources. 

 Chapter 3–Demographic and Economic Conditions.  This chapter provides an overview of 
demographic and economic conditions and trends in South Lake Tahoe.  This includes an 
assessment of the city’s demographic trends over the last ten years, including population, 
ethnic/racial composition, educational attainment, occupational trends, and income trends.   

 Chapter 4–Housing.  This chapter describes the city’s existing housing stock in terms of housing 
stock growth and composition, vacancy rates, housing age and conditions, distribution, costs, 
overcrowding, and special needs groups.  The chapter also includes an assessment of special 
housing needs for all income groups, housing resources and opportunities, governmental and non-
governmental constraints to building housing, and an evaluation of the previous (2003) Housing 
Element. 

 Chapter 5–Transportation & Circulation.  This chapter describes and quantifies the city’s 
existing transportation systems and services.  This includes: roadways, transit, bikeways, trails, 
pedestrian paths, air transportation, and waterborne transportation.   

 Chapter 6–Public/Quasi-Public Facilities and Services.  This chapter describes the existing 
level of public facilities, services, and utilities provided within the city limits.  This includes a 
summary of existing infrastructure and public service plans and other relevant documents. 

 Chapter 7–Natural and Cultural Resources.  This chapter describes conditions related to the 
conservation, development, and use of natural resources, and the preservation and conservation of 
open space resources in the community.  This includes: air quality, biological and timberland 
resources, geology, soils, land capability and coverage, archeological resources, and historical 
resources. 
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 Chapter 8–Recreational Resources.  This chapter summarizes existing recreational activities, 
levels of use, acreages, and facilities provided.  This includes discussions on City-owned parks, 
schools, and other park providers in the area, including county, State, and Federal providers. 

 Chapter 9–Health and Safety.  This chapter describes conditions related to natural and human-
made health and safety issues in South Lake Tahoe.  This includes: hazardous waste and human-
made hazards, fire hazards, geologic and seismic hazards, avalanche and snow hazards, airport 
safety, flooding, and noise. 

1.8 FORMAT OF THE BACKGROUND REPORT 

Each chapter of the Background Report includes the following sections: 

 Introduction.  Provides a brief description of the issues covered in the chapter. 

 Major Findings.  Contains a brief summary of key findings.  These findings present the key facts 
and preliminary issues from the section.  These findings serve as the basis for the identification of 
technical issues to be addressed in the Policy Document. 

 Existing Conditions.  Describes the existing conditions as of February 2008 for each resource or 
issue area.  Supplemental information developed since that time is provided in some cases. 

 Regulatory Context.  Describes the regulatory context pertaining to the topical area/topics 
identified.  When applicable, Federal, State, and local regulations are presented. 

 Key Terms.  Defines key terms used throughout the chapter. 

 Bibliography.  An alphabetical listing of all source material, including reports, websites, and 
persons consulted.  




